The Known and the Unknown: Polish Emigré Women Writers 1939-
1989

The exhibition presents selected biographies of Polish émigré women writers
who found themselves outside their homeland between 1939 and 1989. The
selected timeframe includes not only biographies of the post-Yalta emigrants
but also those of March 1968 emigrants and representatives of the Solidarity
emigration. Their lives reflect the history of Polish emigration as seen from the
perspective of women who were soldiers, insurgents, exiles, mothers, wives,
and artists often overshadowed by their husbands. The wartime activities of
these artists (e.g., in the Warsaw Uprising, or General Wtadystaw Anders’
army),their experiences in gulags, concentration camps, and under communism,
as well as their emigration activities, form a clear map of the fates of Polish
émigré women writers. Their experiences form rich, yet not comprehensively
studied, literary heritage that has been only occasionally described or
commented upon. The biographies have been prepared on the basis of various
archives, including the private ones, correspondence, interviews, vital records,
parish registers, as well as historical sources and materials.The exhibition
consists of twenty panels and is part of the project implemented under the
Ministry’s NPRH National Heritage competition. Its goal is to prepare 65
biographies of Polish émigré women writers. Some entries have already been
posted on the Project website: polskiepisarkiemigracyjne.pl. Stownik
biograficzny polskich pisarek emigracyjnych 1939-1989.



